MAR  1  2  1996 


SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  HISTORICAt 
LIBRARY  AND  ARCHIVES 


^  NashviHe,  Tennessee 

®i}^  ffianltat  mwnro 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


Thursday,  March  7, 1996 


Published  Since  1877 


True  Love  Waits  “hits  roof,”  launches  school  effort 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Minutes  after 
18,000  teenagers' and  youth  ministers 
watched  350,000  True  Love  Waits  cards 
reach  the  roof  of  the  Georgia  Dome  in 
Atlanta,  Southern  Baptists  announced  a  new 
campaign  to  send  the  abstinence  movement 
to  schools. 

To  the  beat  of  the  Christian  rock  group 
Newsboys,  the  commitment  cards  were 
hoisted  to  the  roof  of  the  27-story  Georgia 
Dome  as  youffg  people  lifted  their  friends 
above  the. crowd  in  a  fad  known  as  surfing. 
Later,  a  spokesman  for  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist-sponsored  abstinence  campaign 
announced  a  new  goal  and  theme  —  “True 
Love  Waits  Goes  Campus.” 

“On  Valentine’s  Day  1997,  our  goal  is 
to  display  True  Love  Waits  cards  on  every 
school  campus  in  America  —  all  56,000 
schools  in  the  U.S.,”  Richard  Ross,  youth 
ministry  consultant  at  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board,  told  those  attending  the 
“True  Love  Waits  -  Thru  the  Roof”  cele¬ 
bration  at  the  Georgia  Dome  in  Atlanta, 
Feb.  11. 

The  350.0{X)  cards  pulled  to  the  roof  of 
the  Georgia  Done  were  gathered  from  all  50 
states  and  from  76  countries  —  with  the 
countries  accounting  for  about  half  the  com¬ 
mitments  by  young  people. 

More  than  100  young  people  from  First 


SUCCESS  CELEBRATION  t-  Celebrating  on  Feb.  11  at  the  base  of  a  27-story  column  of 
sexual  abstinence  pledge  cards  at  the  Georgia  Dome  are  youths  of  First  Church  of  Conyers, 
Ga  and  Art  Herron,  student  ministry  consultant  at  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  which 


education  and  youth  at  First  Church, 
Conyers,  headed  up  the  project.  He  is  the 
son  of  Rex  Yancey,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Pascagoula,  and  former  two- 
term  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

True  Love  Waits,  an  international  cam- 


Church,  Conyers,  Ga.,  and  Ttrfip  Grove'--  sponsors  the  true  Love  Waits  campaign.  From  left  are  Joe  Stockdale,  Katie  Sanders,  Herron, 
Church,  Hermitage,  Tenn.,  worked  for  Lindsey  Rich,  Youlh  Minister  Lee  Yancey,  Ashley  Bedingfield,  Timothy  Boyd,  and  Meg 
hours  the  night  before  the  event  stringing  Ingram.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 

the  cards  onto  a  20^f^t  steel  cable  which  Church,  paign  to  challenge  teens  and  college  stu- 

was  'jfted  *o  the  roof  of  the  donie  by  a  giam  headed  up  the  project.  He  is  the  dents  to  remain  sexually  abstinent  until 

wench  and  pulley  mechanism.  An  ove^ow  \ancey,  Jastor  of  First  marriage,  was  launched  by  the  BSSB  in 

of  cards,  including  some  that  were  delivered  Pascagoula,  and  former  two-  April  1993.  The  first  national  True  Love 

ieenflfaddldW  a  «>'  Mteisiippi  BapMat  Waits  rally  was  held  in  Washington.  D.f .  in 

Mississippian  Lee  Yancey,  minister  of  Waits,  an  international  cam-  For  more  than  a  year,  organizers  Have 

been  planning  a  second  national  celebration 
to  honor  young  people  who  have  made 
commitments  to  remain  sexually  abstinent 
until  marriage.  The  Thru  the  Roof  rally 
coincided  with  Atlanta  ’96,  a  contingent  of 
youth  leaders  representing  125  denomina¬ 
tions  and  Christian  youth  organizations 
gathered  in  Atlanta  for  leadership  training 
conferences.  Other  contemporary  Christian 
artists  who  pertbrmed  at  the  hour-long  rally 
included  DC  Talk  and  Michael  W.  Smith. 

With  the  new  campaign.  True  Love 
Waits  Goes  Campus,  young  people  are 
being  asked  tt)  take  the  abstinence  message 
to  high  schtKil  and  college  campuses.  Paul 
Turner,  international  spokesperson  for  the 
abstinence  campaign,  said.  ^ 

“1  believe  with  True  Love  Waits  Goes 
Campus,  we  ure  embarking  on  the  most 
exciting  pha.se  of  our  abstinence  campaign. 
Turner  said.  “It  will  empower  students  to 
take  the  message  of  Christ  and  abstinence  to 
their  peers  at  schixil." 

This  summer,  organizers  of  True  Love 
Waits  Goes  Campus  plan  to  train  high 
sch(x>l  and  college  students  in  using  Christ¬ 
ian  clubs  at  schwl  to  cmirdinate'’abstincnce 
campaigns  on  their  campuses.  Turner  said. 
On  Valentine’s  Day  1997.  True  Love  Waits 

GOING  SURFING  -  exuberant  teenagers  -surf  past  each  other  with  the  help  pi  ®“:,^rrrnonTuu'n':: 
other  youths  during  a  pertormance  by  fte  Newsboys  at  the  ^ue  Love  Waits  ■  Thru  the  Root  panictpaie. 

celebration  in  the  Georgia  Dome.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


“True  Love  Waits  Goes  Campus  will 
allow  students  to  take  Christ  to  their  cam¬ 
puses  with  the  channels  already  in  place,” 
Turner  said,  “tampus  clubs  provide  a  nat¬ 
ural  vehicle  jFor  that,  and  campus  club  orga¬ 
nizations  and  True  Love  Waits  can  partner 
to  strengthen  and  support  each  other." 

Young  people  who  take  the  True  Love 
Waits  pledge  to  remain  abstinent  until  mar-  ^ 
riage  sign  cornmitment  cards  which  state: 
“Believing  that  true  love  waits,  I  make  a 
commitment  to  God,  myself,  my  family,  my 
friends,  my  future  mate,  and  my  future  chil¬ 
dren  to  be  sexually  abstinent  from  this  day 
until  the  day  I  enter  a  biblical  marriage  rela¬ 
tionship.” 

Turner  said  he  hopes  President  Bill  Clin¬ 
ton’s  January  announcement  of  a  national 
campaign  against  teen  pregnancy  to  be  led 
by  Nashville  gynecologist  Henry  Foster  will 
be  used  to  promote  sexual  abstinence.  Each 
year,  about  1  million  American  teenagers 
get  pregnant.  That  is  approximately  1 1%  of 
females  between  the  ages  of  15  and  19. 
according  to  White  House  statistics.  Twice 
as  many  teens  have  babies  in  the  United 
States  than  in  Britain,  and  six  times  more 
than  in  France.  Italy,  and  Denmark. 

“We  must  share  that  abstinence  is  the 
only  safe  sex  option  that  is  \00%  fool¬ 
proof,”  he  said. 

Trinity  Broadcasting  Network  of  .Ana¬ 
heim,  Calif.,  videotaped  the  True  Li  ve 
Waits  -  Thru  the  Roof  celebration  for  broad¬ 
cast  on  Valentine’s  Day  1996. 

More  information  about  True  Love 
Waits,  which  is  supported  by  42  other 
denominations  and  Christian  student  organi¬ 
zations.  may  be  obtained  by  calling  1-8(X)- 
LUV-WAIT.  To  order  a  True  Love  Waits 
Goes  Campus  kit.  call  l-8(XJ-458-2772. 


CONCERT  JOY  —  Maggie  Dye  (left)  and 
Shannon  Taylor  (right)  show  their  excite¬ 
ment  during  a  concert  by  contemporary 
Christian  artists  DC  Talk.  The  youth-oriented 
music  was  a  part  of  the  True  Love  Waits  - 
Thru  the  Roof  celebration  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on 
Feb.  1 1 .  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 
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Editor’s  Notebook_=_., 

The  changing  Convention 


The  seven-member  SBC  Pro¬ 
gram  Structure  Study  Committee 
(PSSC)  completed  its  recommen¬ 
dations  which  were  adopted  last 
year  at  the  Atlanta  meeting  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
The  bylaw  change,  requirin^two 
years,  will  be  approved  this  June 
at  the  New  Orleans  convention 
meeting. 

Now  the  Implementation  Task 
Force  (ITF),  chaired  by  Bob 
Reccord,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Norfolk.  Va.,  has  assigned  vari¬ 
ous  teams  to  begin  this  process. 

To  date.  ITF  has  given  I.SOO 
man-hours.  This  has  been  the 
most  sweeping  organizational 
change  ever  attempted  in  the 
SBC.  Little  attempt  has  been 
made  to  give  any  estimate  of  the 
cost.  We  are  told  the  “savings 
will  be  significant,”  even  as  the 
task  force  asks  for  S495.0(K)  for 
a  consulting  firm.  Estimates  of 
the  restructuring  costs  have  run 
wild  —  from  $2  million  to  $20 
inillicm.  No  one  really  knows. 

What  will  the  convention 
structure  look  like  when  com¬ 
pleted?  The  Foreign  Mission 


Board  will  become  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Mission  Board;  the  Home 
Mission  Board  will  become  the 
North  American  Mission  Board. 
They  will  work  together  under 
the  Great  Commission  Council. 
The  Brotherhood  Commission 
and  the  Radio-Television  Com¬ 
mission  will  become  part  of  the 
North  American  Mission  Board. 

The  Stewardship  Commission 
will  be  merged  with  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  and  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee.  The 
Historical  Commission  will  be 
given  over  to  the  seminarie>  and 
the  Education  Commission  will 
be  dissolved. 

Morris  Chapman,  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  president  and 
chief  executive  officer,  says 
evangelism  is  the  driving  force 
of  the  restructuring  and  that  the 
SBC  exists  for  missions  (SBC 
Life.  Feb-March  1996  issue  I.  It 
is  offered  as  a  covenant  for  a 
new  century  and  is  “fueled  by 
the  desire  to  reach  lost  souls  of 
the  world." 

We  are  beginning  to  hear 
from  the  people  affected  by  these 


changes.  Many  do  not  wish  to 
relocate  and  others  apparently 
will  be  reassigned,  retired,  or 
dismissed.  Perhaps  this  is  where 
the  “significant  savings”  will 
take  place. 

Bob  Reccord  is  asking  Bap¬ 
tists  to  have  patience  and  pray 
for  the  committee.  The  commit¬ 
tee  will  seek  to  deal  in  fairness 
with  all  the  sensitive  personnel 
issues.  In  less  than  half  a  dozen 
years  the  restructuring  of  the 
SBC  will  be  complete. 

Perhaps  by  then  we  will  be 
standing  in  line  to  report  how 
wonderful  it  is  and  asking, 
“Why  didn’t  we  do  this  soon¬ 
er?”  Or  will  it  be  that  the  merg¬ 
ers  will  have  only  weakened  the 
strength  of  the  convention,  the 
battlefield  strewn  with  the 
wreckage  «f  institutions  and 
conxmissions. 

The  SBC  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  is  willing  to  believe  the  for¬ 
mer,  that  restructuring  is  the 
impetus  to  propel  us  into  the  21st 
century.  Bob  Reccord  is  right  — 
prayer  will  be  a  necessity  as  we 
face  this  awesome  task. 


America  could  be  headed  for 
anarchy  or  revival,  Bama  says 


The  Fragment: 


The  great  chifforobe 


NASHVILLE  (ABP)  —  Evan¬ 
gelical  Christian  researcher 
tieorge  Bariia  says  .America  faces 
one  of  two  outcomes  in  the  next 
five  to  10  years:  moral  anarchy  or 
spintUitl  ivvival. 

Despite  talk  of  rev  iv  al  in  some 
evangelical  circles.  Barna  adds  he 
isn't  (tpftmistic. 

“If  I  were  a  betting  person.  I 
would  bet  on  thtf  fact  we  are 
going  to  see  massive  moral  anar¬ 
chy  take  over  our  country."  he 
said  in  a  daylong  seminary  on 
“What  Effective  Churches  Have 
Discovered"  Feb.  19  in  Nashville. 

Current  talk  about  revival 
sweeping  America  has  no  statisti- 
clil  basis.  Barna  said. 

True  revival  would  result  in 
significantly  more  people  profess¬ 
ing  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  that 
is  not  happening,  he  explained. 

Despite  the  growth  vif  some 
churches,  there  has  been  im  over¬ 
all  increase  in  the  numK'r  of  peo¬ 
ple  becoming  Christians,  he  said. 
Barna  said  his  research  shows 
that  70' f  to  S()''f  of  church 
growth  in  .America  is  “transfer" 
growth,  meaning  the  nu>vemeilt 
of  C'hristians  from  one  church  to 
amnher. 

The  Christian  church  in  .Amer¬ 
ica  has  been  unnble  to  stop  a  mas¬ 


sive  moral  and  ethical  decline. 
Barna  said.  As  evidence,  he  cited 
statistics  such  as; 

—  A  majority  of  people  who 
marrv  this  year  w  ill  have  cohabit¬ 
ed  with  someone  before  getting 
married,  even  thvnigh  individuals 
who  cohabitate  are  significantly 
more  likelv  to  end  marriages  in 
divorce  than  individuals  who 
never  live  with  a  mate  outside  of 
marriage. 

—  One-third  of  Americans 
believe  it  is  acceptable  for  two 
people  to  have  an  affair  with  each 
other,  as  long  as  both  of  them 
want  the  affair  to  happen. 

—  .S()9f  of  people  getting  mar¬ 
ried  this  year  believe  their  mar¬ 
riage  w  ill  end  in  divorce. 

—  7  I '/f  of  American  adults 
believe  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
absolute  truth,  a  view  shared  by 
64^^  of  born-again  Christians  and 
4()'''f  of  evangelical  Christians. 

—  96'/f  of  American  adults 
believe  in  God.  but  4.^'^  believe 
Jesus  committed  sins  while  on 
earth. 

—  .A  majority  of  Americans 
believe  saUation  may  be  found  in 
either  of  two  ways:  through  rela¬ 
tion  w  ith  Jesus  Christ  or  through 
goiHl  works. 

—  .Americans  aren't  keeping 


the  Ten  Commandments  because 
they  don't  know  them;  .‘i8'7r  of  Probably  few  things  have 
American  adults  cannot  name  undergone  as  much  transformation 
half  the  commandments.  as  where  we  hang  our  clothes. 

The  future  of  the  American  Admittedly,  clo.set  space  was  no 
church  is  bleak  unless  three  "big  problem  when  you  had  only  three 
issues"  can  be  addressed.  Barna  clothing  choices:  Sunday  clothes, 
said.  school  clothes,  and  “just  any- 

First.  the  church  must  help  thing."  Moreover  a  16-penny  nail 
laity  embrace  a  biblical  world-  driven  behind  the  door  could  hold 
view  that  affects  their  daily  living,  all  your  clothes.  Houses  may  have 
he  said.  “Christians  don't  under-  had  18-foot  ceilings,  but  you 
stand  the  fundamentals  of  the  couldn't  use  anything  but  the  first 
faith.  Christianity  is  so  Shallow  seveo^feet.  A  closet  was  unheard 
there's  not  depth  to  build  on."  of.  except  off  behind  the  house. 

Second,  the  church  needs  true  We  made  seven  bales  of  cotton 
leaders,  Barna  said.  Most  pastors  one  year  and  Mama  decided  she 
are  not  gifted  with  the  leadership  wanted  a  chifforobe.  Now  that  we 
skills  necessary  for  directing  the  were  rich,  why  not  go  first  class? 
work  of  a  local  congregation,  he  She  found  the  one  she  wanted 
said.  “We  do  not  have  people  with  in  a  used  furniture  store.  It  was 
strong,  visionary  leadership.”  eight  feet  tall  —  not  including  the 

One  solution  is  to  help  more  crown  molding  —  made  of  solid 
pastors  develop  leadership  skills,  mahogany,  and  weighed  an  esti- 
but  another  is  to  rethink  the  way  mated  900  pounds.  Papa  was  fear- 
church  leadership  is  structured,  ful  of  using  the  cotton  scales  but 
he  said.  we  did  add  support  blocks  under 

Third.  Christians  must  be  w  ill-  the  floor  joist, 
ing  to  embrace  new  models  for  Goliath  would  have  wanted 
the  UK'al  church.  Barna  suggest-  one.  Bevel-edged  mirrors  graced 
ed.  “We  are  following  a  |Euro-  the  front  and  there  was  a  key  for 
pean)  model  developed  5(X)  years  every  door,  including  the  hat 
ago  in  an  agrarian,  rural  culture....  compartment.  It  took  six  men  to 
This  model  w  as  great  for  that-  deliver  it. 

context,  but  not  for  todav."  This  Chippendale  nightmare 


dominated  every  room  it  was  in. 
The  huge  drawer  at  the  bottom 
could  be  used  for  an  extra  bed 
when  company  canje.  You  could 
hang  the  equivalent  of  five  doors 
of  clothing  in  it.  For  u  long  time 
the  standard  greeting  when  some¬ 
one  came  to  visit  was.  “Y'all  come 
to  see  the  chifforobe?”  Moving  it 
was  an  all-day  job.  Had  we 
notched  the  door  for  every  hernia 
it  cau.sed.  it  would  have  rivaled  the 
pistols  of  Billy  the  Kid. 

Mama  moved  on  to  mansions 
where  chifforobes  are  not  needed 
and  eventually  we"  had  to  “do 
something  with  the  chifforobe.” 
Everybody  loved  it;  nobody  want¬ 
ed  it.  Ntvone  really  had  a  hou.se 
that  would  hold  it.  There  was  more 
“board  feet  of  lumber  in  it  than  in 
my  house,”  said  one  bewildered 
brother. 

"Why  don’t  we  let  it  go  with 
house?”  and  "Sell  it  to  the  highest 
bidder,”  were  greeted  with  cold 
silence. 

Today  there  are  closets  equal  in 
size  to  the  average  bedroom.  You 
walk  into  them.  Mama  would  have 
loved  them,  but  I  doubt  she  would 
have  traded  the  great  chifforobe 
for  closets  without  character. 
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Deadline  looms  for  several  legislative  proposals 


By  Paul  G.  Jones  II  and  Elizabeth  K.  Holmes 

to  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee.  Committee  of  the  Senate.  beer 

HB  427(CS)  requires  the  posting  of  Senators  on  both  committees  need  mitt 
health-related  alcohol  warning  signs  to  hear  of  our  opposition  to  this  bill.  Toui 
where  alcohol  is  sold.  This  bill  passed  HB  llSliCS)  implements  a  prob-  Sent 

the  House  and  has  been  assigned  to  the  lem  gambling  prevention/treatment  i 

Senate  Finance  Committee.  program  in  the  Mississippi  Department  cert 

HB  486  is  a  specialized  bill  that  of  Mental  Health.  Coui 

applies  exclusively  to  a  Pearl  River  One-third  of  the  funding  will  come  mas; 
County  food  manufacturer  that  uses  from  fines  levied  by  the  MGC,  one-  nudi 

alcdiolic  beverages  in  processing  food  third  from  casinos,  and  one-third  from  has 

items.  This  bill  piassed  the  House  and  is  businesses  that  supply  casinos.  was 

before  the  Senate  Finance  Committee.  This  bill  pass^  the  House  and  has  Coir 

SB  2213(CS)  lowers  the  DUl  blood 
alcohol  content  (BAC)  for  drivers 
under  age  21  from  .10  to  .02.  This  bill 
paped  the  Senate  and  has  been 
assigned  to  the  House  Judiciary  “A” 

Committee. 

♦  Church  and  state:  HB  322  per¬ 
mits  the  use,  reading,  or  posting  in  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  historical  and  legal  docu¬ 
ments  containing  religious  references. 

This  bill  passed  the  House  and  has  been 
assigned  to  thg  ^nate  Education  Com¬ 
mittee. 

♦  Eiducation:  HB  3I(CS)  requires 
criminal  background  checks  for  public 
school  teacher  applicants,  and  prohibits 
convicted  felons  f^rom  teaching  in  pub¬ 
lic  schools.  This  bill  was  passed  by  the 
House  and  by  the  Senate  Education 
Committee.  It  is  on  the  calendar  of  the 
Senate  to  be  voted  on  at  any  time. 

♦  Gambling:  HB  75(CS)  permits 
employment  of  convicted  felons  in  any 
aspect  of  a  casino  operation  seven 
years  after  conviction,  unless  individu¬ 
ally  denied  by  the  executive  director  of 
the  Mississippi  Gaming  Commission 
(MGC). 

This  bill  pa.ssed  the  House  and  has 
been  referred  to  both  the  Corrections 
Committee  and  Finance  Committee  of 
the  Senate. 

HB  521(CS)  permits  colleges  and 
taxpayer-supported  state  universities  to 
teach  courses  in  casino  management, 
auditing,  and  security  as  part  of  a  gen¬ 
eral  business  degree,  as  well  as  courses 
in  related  casino  activities. 

This  bill  passed  the  House  and  has 
been  referred  to  both  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  and  Universities  and  Colleges 


The  following  bills  being 
tracked  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Christian  Action  Commisison 
(CAC)  are  still  alive  in  the  1996 
session  of  the  Mississippi  Legis¬ 
lature,  having  been  passed  in  the 
chamber  in  which  they  were 
introduced  and  sent  to  the  other 
chamber. 

The  deadline  for  final  action  on 
these  bills  in  the  other  chamber  is 
midnight,  March  13. 

Bills  that  survive  the  deadline 
will  either  be  sent  to  the  governor 
for  his  signature  (if  there  were  no 
changes)  or  submitted  to  a  confer¬ 
ence  committee  composed  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  both  chambers  (if  changes 
were  made). 

The  conference  committee  will 
attempt  to  iron  out  any  differences 
between  House  and  Senate  versions 
of  a  particular  bill. 

A  bill  number  followed  by  (CS) 
is  a  committee-substituted  version 
of  the  original  bill. 

♦  Abortion:  Senate  Bill  (SB) 
2817(CS)  requires  the  Mississippi  State 
Department  of  Health  to  enforce  the 
abortion  informed  consent  laws.  This 
bill  passed  the  Senate  and  has  been 
referred  to  the  Public  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Committee  of  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  where  it  was  amended. 

The  amendments  are  seen  to  be 
helpful  to  the  bill. 

♦  Alcohol:  House  Bill  (HB) 
86(CS)  authorizes  operation  of  brew 
pubs  in  the  state.  A  brew  pub  is  a 
restaurant  that  manufactures  beer  for 
consumption  in  the  place  of  business. 
However,  the  committee-substituted 
version  contains  language  that  allows 
sale  outside  the  restaurant  through  dis¬ 
tributors. 

This  bill  passed  the  House  and  has 
been  assigned  to  the  Senate  Finance 
Committee. 

HB  149(CS)  tightens  the  grounds 
for  suspension  of  a  driver’s  license 
after  conviction  for  driving  under  the 
influence  of  alcohol  (DUI).  This  bill 
passed  the  House  and  has  been  referred 


Legislators  can  be  reached  dur¬ 
ing  the  session  at  .P.O.  Box  1018, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-1018.  Tele¬ 
phone:  (601)  359-3770. 

For  more  information,  contact 
CAC  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
968-3800  or  toll-free  outside  Jack- 
son  (800)748-1651. 

Jones  is  executive  director, 
CAC.  Holmes  is  CAC  consultant 
for  famUy  and  women’s  issues. 
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FMB  reports  record  gains 
for  1995  starts,  Baptisms 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Proclaiming  the  gos-  total  will  double  in  10  years.  Slack  said, 
pel  and  ministering  in  the  name  of  Christ,  Foreign  Growth  was  strong  in  Eastern  Europe,  which  has 
Mission  Board  missionaries  and  their  partners  over-  benefited  in  recent  years  from  the  fall  of  commu- 
seas  experienced  record  gains  in  1995.  nism.  In  church  starting,  Romania  led  Southern  Bap- 

A  record  2,612  newly  constituted  churches  repre-  tists’  overseas  affiliates  with  313  new  churches, 
sented  a  21%  jump  from  1994  and  contributed  to  a  Since  the  fall  of  the  Iron  Curtain,  the  Baptist  union 
record  39,073  partner  churches.  A  significant  num-  there  has  started  at  least  one  church  every  week.  In 
ber  of  new  churches  (367)  and  baptisms  (6,548)  were  Russia,  130  new  churches  and  6,693  baptisms  were 
reported  among  people  groups  considered  inaccessi-  reported.  Ukraine,  formerly  a  Soviet  republic,  report- 
ble  to  traditional  mission  work.  ed  9,1 19  baptisms  in  1995. 

For  the  first  time  in  history,  total  membership  Brazil,  a  populous,  mature  mission  field,  led  other 
among  affiliates  overseas  topped  the  4  million  mark  countries  in  the  total  number  of  baptisms,  with 
—  to  4.1 1  million.  The  year’s  287,806  baptisms,  the  71,993.  Kenya  reported  23,078,  Nigeria  20,000, 
second-highest  number  in  history  behind  last  year’s  South  Korea  16,050. 

302,132,  amounted  to  the  equivalent  of  a  Pentecost  The  tiny  southeastern  African  nation  of  Malawi 
harvest  every  four  days.  Mission  strategists  say  it  produced  15,857  baptisms,  or  one  for  every  seven 
likely  represents  more  than  1  million  professions  of  members,  about  twice  as  many  per  member  as  the 
faith.  worldwide  average  in  1995. 

The  most  telling  story  about  baptisms,  however,  Slack  singled  out  discipleshjp  among  other 
was  the  I4-to-l  member-to-baptism  ratio  among  notable  gains  in  1995.  A  heightened  sensitivity  to 
overseas  partners,  contrasting  sharply  with  the  4()-to-  members  “leaving  out  the  back  door’’  contributed  to 
1  ratio  among  Southern  Baptists  in  the  United  States,  a  74%  increase  in  discipleship  efforts,  he  said. 

Foreign  Mission  Board  leaders  say  they  see  results  Bible  teaching  ministries  increased  by  more  than 
overseas  as  affirmation  of  the  very  gospel  missionar-  1 1%.  Record  growth  al^o  occurred  in  Vacation  Bible 
ies  preach,  that  signs  follow  those  who  believe  and  School  enrollment.  Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  and 
proclaim  Jesus  Christ.  They  consider  the  record  Brotherhood  enrollment,  literacy  training,  Snd  youth 
showing  a  result  of  discovering  where  God  is  moving  ministries, 
in  the  world,  and 
rolling  up  their 
slee’ves  to  go  to 
work  beside  him. 

Church  growth 
surveys  in  recent 
years  have  helped 
missionaries  zero 
in  on  lost  people 
in  all  parts  of  the 
world.  The  clearer 
focus  played  a 
role  in  increasing 
the  number  of 
new  churches, 
said  evangelism 
and  church  growth 
analyst  Jim  Slack, 
who  compiled  the 
annual  report. 

The  total  num¬ 
ber  of  churches  on 
the  field  increased 
by  6.65%  in  1995, 
from  36,638  in 
1994.  At  that 
growth  rate,  the 


Foreign  Mission  Board  missionaries  reported  a  record  2,612  needy 
constituted  churches  in  1995  —  a  20.8  percent  increase  from  1994. 


□  3S7  iww  churctiM  among 
poupt  inaccoatMtIo  to 


□  Total  Cliurchoa 


39,073 


A  Baptist  Pope 


Ed  Pope  (left)  evangelism  director  for  Southern  Baptists  in  both 
North  and  South  Dakota,  talks  about  Baptist  work  with  an  unidentified 
man  at  his  office  in  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.  Pope,  one  of  eight  home  missionar- 

.  ■  issions  on  March  3- 


□  At  4.11  mWlon,  church 
menriMfililp  loppMd  4  inMon 
lOf  nrfi  onw  ni  iMcory 


Ies  included  in  the  1996  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home 
10,  works  in  a  large  area  of  the  U.S.  where  only  .3%  of  residents  identify 
themselves  as  Baptists.  Pope  and  his  wife  Marilyn  have  served  under 
Home  Mission  Board  appointment  as  associational  missionaries  in  the 
Dakotas  for  the  past  3-1/2  years.  (HMB  photo  by  Paul  Obregon) 


'.jrc€  FMB  Church  Gfowth  Office 


(BP)  GRAPHIC  By  M«iM  PcnS' 


1-800  654-1294 


Victory  predicted  by  both  sides 
in  Pontotoc  County  prayer  suit 


By  Beveriy  Pettigrew  Kraft 

for  a  case  to  modify  its  ruling,  this 
will  be  the  case  to  do  that.”  Hor¬ 
ton  said. 

The  5th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  on  Jan.  lO  ruled  that  Mis¬ 
sissippi’s  school  prayer  law  was 
unconstitutional  except  for  allow¬ 
ing  prayer  at  high  school  gradua¬ 
tion.  The  5th  Circuit  .said  the  state 
school  prayer  law  passed  by  the 
1 994  Legislature  but  never  put  into 
effect  was  a  violation  of  the 
requirement  of  separation  'of 
church  and  state. 

Supermarket  owner  Pat 
Mounce.  president  of  the  Pontotoc 
County  Citizens  for  Sch(X)l  Prayer 
Committee,  said  the  group  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  fight  all  the  way  to  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

"If  we  lose  at  the  Supreme 
Court,  we  think  this  ease  will  be  a 
perfect  example  for  a  constitution¬ 
al  amendment.”  to  allow  -prayer  in 
schools,  she  said. 

Mounc^'s  group  has  raised 
about  Sl4(),(KKr  to  pay  the  school 


district’s  legal  expenses. 

Kraft  writes  for  the  Jackson 
Clarion-Ledger.  Reprinted  with 
permission,  ©  The  Clarion- 
Ledger. 


On  March  4  in  Oxford,  U.S. 
District  Judge  Neal  Biggers  Jr. 
began  hearing  the  trial  of  an  Ecru 
woman  who  sued  to  stop  prayers 
from  being  broadcast  in  her  chil¬ 
dren’s  Pontotoc  County  school. 

Lisa  Herdahl,  35,  says  years  of 
court  decisions  are  on  her  side,  but 
supporters  of  school  prayer  say  her 
lawsuit  offers  the  courts  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  relax  the  prohibitions. 

On  Dec.  20,  1W4,  Herdahl.  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union, 
and  the  Washington-based  People 
for  the  American  Way  filed  suit 
against  the  Pontotoc  County  Schotd 
District,  Superintendent  Jerry  Hor¬ 
ton.  the  school  board,  the  principal, 
and  the  assistant  principal  at  North 
PontotiK'  Attendance  Center. 

Five  of  Herdahl’s  six  children, 
all  baptized  as  Lutherans,  attend 
North  Pontotoc  Attendance  Cen¬ 
ter's  first  through  lOth  grades. 

Long  before  Herdahl  sued,  stu¬ 
dents  said  prayers  and  read  Scrip¬ 
ture  over  the  sclux)!  intercom  at  the 
beginning  of  each  school  day. 

On  .April  IX.  1 9^)5.  Biggers  halt¬ 
ed  the  prayers  over  the  intercom, 
saying  the  practice  was  a  violation 
of  separation  of  church  and  state. 

Horton,  a  member  of  First 
Church.  Ecru,  said;  "We  under¬ 
stand  based  on  the  court  decisions 
of  the  last  30  or  40  years  that 
we’ve  got  a  difficult  fight  ahead 
of  us.  The  odds  are  stacked 
against  us. 

“I  think  if  the  court  is  kxtking 


Our  compuny  proudly  relains  the 
name  of  our  founder.  L.L  Sams,  a 
Southern  Baptist  pastor. 


Il  has  been  our 
privilege  to 
serve  Southern 
Baptists  since 
1898. 


INC. 


•  Stained  glass  •  carpet  • 

•  pews  •  pulpit  furniture  • 

•  educational  furniture  * 
painting  •  more  than  290  complete 

CHURCH  RENOVATIONS 


FREE  BROCHURES 

1-800-537-4723 


Christian  motorcyclists 

“Riding  for  the  Son”  is  the  motto  of  the  Christian  Motorcyclists  Associa¬ 
tion  (CMA).  The  non-profit  organization  now  boasts  over  43,000  members 
nationally.  Begun  in  1975  by  Herb  Shreve,  the  organization  now  has  some 
350  chapters  across  America  —  three  in  Mississippi.  Members  are  people 
who  love  “bikes,"  bikers,  and  Jesus.  They  minister  in  the  outdoors  —  any 
place  where  bikers  gather  —  distributing  Bibles,  witnessing,  sharing  skills 
in  mechanics,  hospitality,  first  aid,  and  women’s  and  children’s  ministries. 
On  Feb.  24,  Lake  Tiak  O’Khata  in  northeast  Mississippi  was  the  site  of  a 
retreat  for  the  Mississippi  chapters  of  CMA  (top  photo).  There,  Elaine  Cun¬ 
ningham  (above  right  photo,  left)  and  Lenna  Radde  (above  right  .photo, 
right)  of  Starkville  admire  a  CMA  member’s  bike.  Cindy  and  John  Powell 
(above  left  photo),  members  of  CMA  and  First  Church,  Poplarville,  also 
attended  the  retreat.  For  more  information,  contact  CMA,  P.O.  Box  9,  Hat¬ 
field,  AR  71945;  telephone  (501)  389-6196.  (Photos  by  Guy  Henderson) 

Missionary  killed  in  Peru 

AREQUIPA,  Peru  (ABP)  —  A 
Southern  Bapti.st  missionary  was 
among  117  pa.s.senger.s  killed  in  a 
Peb.  29  jet  airplane  crash  in  Peru. 

Lynn  Davidson,  42,  was  a  pas¬ 
senger  on  a  Peruvian  jet  that 
apparently  caught  fire  and  crashed 
five  miles  short  of  the  airport  in 
Arequipa  in  southern  Peru.  All 
1 17  passengers  and  six  crew  mem¬ 
bers  died  in  the  ejash  of  Faucett 
Airlines  Flight  25 1. 

Davidson,  a  missionary  in  Peru 
since  1987,  was  returning  home 
from  a  church-growth  strategy 
meeting  in  Lima. 

Flight  251  was  about  to  com¬ 
plete  the  465-mile  trip  front  Lima 
to  Arequipa.  The  crew  had  been 
cleared  for  final  approach  and 
landing,  when  all  contact  was  lost 
and  the  plane  went  down  in  a 
remote  mountain  canyon. 

Davidson  was  from  Santa  Fe, 


Bring  the  Holy  Land 
into  Your  Home 

the 

{^Mtsteps 

Jb 

^  afe^asareth 

BB  Hosted  by  Dr.  Jerry  Falwell 


INSULIN  DEPENDENT 

MEDICARE  OR  PRIVATE 
INSURANCE 

DIABETIC  SUPPLIES 
NO  COST  TO  YOU 


This  brand  new  video,  filmed 
m  Israel,  combines  incredible 
photography  with  moving, 
inspirational  Gospel  readings  trac- 
ing  the  voyage  the 

history 

You  witness  where  Jesus 
walked  during  his  earthly  ministry 
and  be  blessed  spiritually  as  Dr. 

Falwell  ties  in  the  scriptures  with  what 

you  are  viewing.  You  will  see  Nazareth,  Bethlehem,  , - 

Galilee,  the  Mt.  of  Beatitudes,  Jerusalem,  and  much 
more.  w 

Once  you  have  seen  the  sights  and  listened  to  the 
readings  of  the  Gospel,  you  will  agree  that  no  bible 
believing  home  should  be  without  this  tape. 

Order  NOW  and  you  will  receive  this  beautiful 
genuine  sterling  silver  Jerusalem  3000  petulant! 


NATIONAL  DIABETIC  WELLNESS 


Leader  Semin 
Organists,  Chun 


Featuring  Mi 
of  the  Bapti. 
School  Boat 


isissippi  Street 


Jacksi 


TO  ORDER  CALL  800-905-3426 

or  send  $29.95  +  $4.95  shipping  &  handling  to: 

HLl  (US),  Inc.,  1123  Twin  Springs,  Dept  7.,  Forest,  VA  24551 

:nd  me _ ci>py(ies)  of  In  the  Footsteps  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


Addres.s 


L  1-800-748-1651 


Phone  ( 


\  trjimki  Te.siJ,.nt.s  ptease  odJ  4  5%  wles  tux.  Please  uiiou'  4  ueelu  fin  tleliivrv 


Matthew  ]  0:27  NAS 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light:  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


March  7,  1 996 


WMU  ANNUAL  MEETING 

MARCH  18-19 


Alta  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
Monday  1:45  and  6:15  p.m.,  and  Tuesday  9:15  a.m 


It's  Worth  the 

JOURNEY 


RANDY  SPRINKLE 
Foreign  Mission  Board 


ESTHER  BURROUGHS 
Home  Mission  Board 


For  more  information  or  to  reg¬ 
ister  for  this  conference  contact 
WMU  at  1-800-748-1 651, ‘or  in 
Jackson,  968-3800. 


Child  Advocacy  and  Partnership  Missions 
Mississippi  College  Concert  Ringers 
Mississippi  College  Chamber  Choir 


Features: 
Musical  Groups 


Planning  for  unique  needs  of  worship  and 
education 


Pastors,  church  administrators,  ministers  of 
education,  building  and  long  range  planning 
committees,  and  any  church  leader  facing  the 
need  for  new  space,  involved  in  the  building 
process,  or  responsible  for  facilities 


Personalized  consultation  for  the  unique  pro¬ 
grams  of  your  church  (For  appointment  with 
program  personnel,  call  Matt  Buckles.) 

Fund  raising  and  financing 

Workshops  for  specialized  situations 

Choice  of  workshop  schedule 


::i::^o  gain  insight  and  information  into  various  , 
I  [aspects  of  church  facilities  planning,  financing, 
~  ^d  maiintenance  with  emphasis  on  church 


An  in-depth  conference  designed  to  meet 

THE  UNIQUE  NEEDS  OF  YOUR  CHURdH 


Vendors  of  church  furnishings  and 


April  9, 1996  •  8:30  a.m.  - 
PARK  PLACE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Brandon,  Mississippi  c 
Located  at  5701  Highway  80E 

(Church  Phone:  939-6282) 

FEE  -  $10  per  person 

(fee  includes  lunch) 


/'  |pwl<3JI^I©HTS 

I — I  j — I  j — I  *  ^vv  ^e-prganize  your  people  for 
1 — I  LJ  J  I — 1  n  tmikfcig  ^gram 


Pre-registranon  is  requested.  If  you  have  ques¬ 
tions  requiring  immediate  attention  or  wish  to 
register  for  this  conference,  call  1-800-748-1651 


CAMP  MUSCiAN 


CAMP  PASTOR 


CAMP  DATE 


lichael  Passons 


James  Lewis,  Pastor 
FBC,  New  Albany 


Franklin,  Tenn 


Michael  Passons 
Franklin.  Tenn. 


Ken  Hester,  Pastor 
Mantee  BC 


June  4-8 


Michael  Passons 


Alan  Fermenter,  Youth  Minister 
St,  Andrew  BC,  Panama  City 


Franklin,  Tenn 


Michael  Passons 
Franklin,  Tenn. 


Rob  Boyd,  Pastor 
FBC  Indianoka 


Kevin  Williams 
Birmingham 


Gary  Permenter,  Youth  Minister 
Mt.  Vernon  BC,  Columbus 


Kevin  Williams 
Birmingham 


Jim  Cain,  Youth  Minister 
Monticello  BC 


Cosf:  $124  per  person.  This  is  a  Youth  Camp  experience  your  church  can  afford 
and  it's  as  close  as  Mississippi  Baptists'  own  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  in^Pass 
Christian,  Miss.  Curriculum  will  be  Centrifuge  1996  curriculum  prepared  by  the 
“Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville. 


(;ULFSHORE  SCHEDULE 
1996 


.\lu.v  14-  J  6  1  Senior  Adult  (Conference  (D&FM ) 

.May  2 1  -23  II  Senior  Adult  Conference  ( D&FM  I 

May  25-27  Single  Adult  Conference  (D&FM) 

May  2R-.'il  III  Senior  Adult  Conference  (D&FM) 

May  .'U-June  4  I  Youth  Conference 

June  4-B  II  Youth  Conference 

June  8-12  III  Youth  Conference 

June  13-17  IV  Youth  (Conference 

June  17-21  V  Youth  Conference 

•June  21-25  VI  Youth  Conference 

June  25-29  Young  Musicians  Conference  (CM) 

July  1-5  Family  Enrichment  Conference  (D&FMl 

July  6-10  HeartSong‘96  (CM) 

July  11-13  Music  Leadership  Conference  (CM) 

July  18-20  I  GROWING  CHURCHES  FOR 

TOMORROW:  A  Conference  for 
Training  All  Church  Leaders  (MBCB) 

July  20-25  I  Centrifuge  (BSSB) 

July  25-27  II  GROWING  CHURCHES  FOR 

TOMORROW:  A  Conference  for 
Training  All  Church  Leaders  (MBCB) 

July  27-Augu8t  1  II  Centrifuge  (BSSB) 

August  1-3  III  GROWING  CHURCHES  FOR 


Information:  For  program  information  call  Sean  Keith  or  Jim  Didlake  at 
1-800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson  968-3800. 


elebrating 

^the 

(femily 


Family  Conferences: 

Couples  -  Alan/Jan  Celoria,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Single  Parenting  -  Renee  Coates  Scheldt,  Pearl  River,  La.  -  recently  married  widow, 
author,  recording  artist 

Youth  (Mini-Centrifuge)  -  Ronney  Joe  Webb,  FBC,  Laurel 
Children  TeamKid"  -  Barbara  Brown,  Jackson 
Preschool  “TeamKid"  -  Barbara  Brown 

Featuring  one  hour  conference  on  PromiseKeepers  by  Andy  Lawhorn,  Tupelo,  and 
Woman  at  Heart  by  Renee  Coates  Scheldt 


Family  Ministries: 

•  Family  Morning  Watch  -  Shows  Family,  Ridgeland 

•  Family  Perceptive  (Adventure  Recreation)  -  Ronney  Joe  Webb 

•  Family  Olympics 

•  Giant  Cookout  -  July  4th 

•  Free  Day  for  the  Family  (Wednesday) 

Note:  Pastors  or  staff  who  bring  three  families 
will  get  one  adult’s  expenses  paid!!! 

For  more  information  contact  Glenn  Shows  at  1-800-748-1651. 


August  3-8 


Growing  Churches  for 


August  1  -3 


Training  for  All... 

•Sunday  School  Workers^Discipleship  Training  Workers  •Deacons  •Pastors  •Pastors' Wives 
•RA  Leaders  •Ministers  of  Education  •WMU  Leaders  •Media  Library  Workers  (July  25-27) 
•Black  Church  Leaders  (Aug.  1-3)  ^ 

...during  one  conference. 


MUSIC  LEADER 
PREACHERS: 


Kevin  Hawkins,  FBC,  Picayune 

Gene  Mims,  BSSB,  Conference  1 

Ricky  Blythe,  FBC,  FJora,  Conferences  2  &  3 


For  more  information,  contact  Larry  Salter,  at  1-800-748-1651 


Senior  Adult  Retreats 


Horace  Kerr,  former  Sr.  Adult 
iconsultont.  retired,  Brandon 


ctory  Singers,  Trinity. 
luthaven 


Conferences:  •  Bible  Answers  For  Sr.  Adults  •Decision  Is  Yours  •  Power  Encounter  (Prayer) 

•  When  I  Look  At  Myself  inype  Mirror  •  Sr.  Adult  Leadership 

•  Ministry  Thru  Crafts  •  Volunteers  in  Missions 


Crafts  -  Mattie  Ray,  Ripley 
Genealogy  -  Glenn  Shows,  MBCB 

(Registration:  1:30p.m.  Tuesday 
Departure:  1:00  p.m.  Thursday) 


SEAFOOD  BANQUET/GfFT 


9V^sic  ^^eadership  Conference 

OULFSHORE  BAPTIST  ASSEMBLY 

X  M  July  11-13 

The  music  conference  for  your  entire 
^  church’s  music  leadership  staff. 


BUSTING  LOOSE 


30  Years’  Ministry  To  Single  Adults 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

May  25-27, 1 996 


“  BUSTING  LOOSE  ”  CONFEIlENC£S  INCLUDE^ 

•  Bible  Study  •  Single  Parenting 

•  Singles  in  Missions  •  Building  a  Healthy  Self-esteem 

•  Breaking  the  Hurting  Cycle 

•  How  to  Laugh  at  Myself 

•  Forgiveness;  Asking  and  Giving 

•  Ministry  Thru  Crafts  •  How  to  Work:  Business  Ethics 

"  BUSTING  LOOSE"  ACTIVITIES  INCLUDE: 

•  Swamp  Tour  •  Canoe  Trip  •  Adventure  Hike 

•  Ship  Island  •  Jet  Skiing  •  New  Orleans  Trip 

•  Beach  Activities  •  Pass  Christian  Tour 


Concerts  featuring  Joe  Martin,  One  Voice  & 
Glenn  Crosthwait 


1 096  Gulfshore 

YOUNG  MUSICIANS’  CAMP 


Take  advantage  of  inspirational  music  for  your 
Young  Musicians. 


June  25-29 


Gulfshore^aptist  Assembly 

Julv  6-10 


For  more  details  on  any  of  these  conferences 
contact  Church  Music  at 
1-800-748-1651. 


For  more  information  contact  Glenn  Shows  at  1-800-748-1651 


Cl 

May  14-16,  1996 

It 

'  ,  May  21-23,  1996 

mi 

Speaker: 

Mose  Dangerfield,  Discipleship 

Speaker;  i 

^J.  ClarkHensley,  former  Sr.  Adult 

Speaker: 

&  Family  Ministry  director, 

Jackson 

j 

consultant,  retired,  Clinton 

Choir: 

Choir; 

Sweet  Spirit  Singers  (Will  present 

Choir; 

Joymakers  -  First  Baptist 

the  first  Sr.  Adult  musical  in  Miss. 

Church,  Clinton 

"Echoes  From  Country  Churches") 

Created  tr> 


0enior  i  vaui 

Leadership  ^etre 

March  26 

8:30  a.m. — 5:00  p.m 

Holiday  Inn^  Vicksburg 
Cost:  $5.00 


Featuring... 

Ray  Wells,  Louisiana  Senior  Adult 
Consultant.  Topics  will  include 
ENHANCINC  SENIOR  ADULT 
MINISTRY  and  MISSION 
ENDEAVORS  WITH  SENIOR  ADULTS 


The  Christian  Performing 
Arts  Festival*^ 

Alta  Woods  Baptist  Church 
March  29-30,  1 996  •  $20  per  person 


Entertainmjent  by... 

Robert  Battle  from  Jackson  with 
magic/juggling  and 

Arlis  Nichols  from  Harperville  (humorist) 


i  his  ye.>r_<)iir  teiifurerJ  >>uest  will  be  "  Re  :C real  ions,"  a  husband  and 
wile  drama  team  out  of  Maryville,  Tenn.  Charles  M.  Reese  and 
Relmc  a  Mr  Coy  Reese  of  ReiCreations  will  be  featurerl  in  the  creative 
vv<)rsfii|)  services  and  will  also  lead  several  drama  conferences  during 
l|ie  festival.  Some  of  the  other  drama  conferences  will  be  storyboard 
telling,  script  writing,  interpretive  movement,  acting  and  directing, 
tarnlerences  will  also  l>e  offered  in  beginning  and  advanced  puppetry, 
iM'ginmng  and  advanied  clowning,  and  several  conference  selections 
in  ( fmrc  h  re<  reation.  look  for  the  festival  brochure  in  early  February 
or  t  all  Wes  Pegues  at  1 -800-748- 1  h5 1 . 


Other  personalities  will  include  John  Pulley,  minister 
of  senior  adults  at  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson;  Ken  Hopkins,  minister  of  senior  adults. 
Temple  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg;  Glenn  Shows, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  Call  the 
Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry  Dept,  for  more  infor¬ 
mation  at  1-800-748-1651. 


^^•Crestions 


March  8-21, 1996 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.  O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1 -800-787-PRAY 

;  t  ~  ‘  >  T  H  U  8  S  D  A  V  FRIDAY  SATURDAY 

the  physical  health  of  the  44  home  missionar- 
missionaries  they  are  ies  serving  throughout 
exposed  ti|^.all  kinds  of  Alaska 
diseases.  Impure  water, 
etc.  ^ 


churches  to  encourage 
men  and  boys  of  all 
ages  to  get  involved  in 
missions 


families  under  stress 
because  of  divorce, 
extended  illness,  loss  of 
job  and  other  changes 
in  their  livies 


a  middle-age  missionary 
in  Brazil  who  had  a 
tumor  in  his  throat  was 
healed  through  prayer... 
praise  the  Loidi 


the  needs  of  senior 
adults  related  to  health, 
loneliness,  and  finances 


the  people  in  your  com- 
munity  who  me  not 
involvec^n  BibMstudy 
that  thevrwilr  bgwilling 
to  join  #Bible  Kudy  in 
your  church 


Miss.  Baptist  Brotherhood 
as  it  AfomoSeift  Agri- 
Missiona  Campers  on 
Mission,  Shurch  tl|newal, 
ConstrucBon,^^u|htional 
Missions,  l^lhs  and 
Medical-Dental 
Fellowships 


the  100,000  homeless 
childrenin  ArgCrica 


Alcohol  and  Drug  the  Mississippi  WMU  the  Annie  Armstrong  the  regional  youth  work-  the  State  Marriage 

Abuse  J»tevention  Annual  Ideetiny  March  offering  w«rk|h(M«(an  six  Enriclvne«t  Seminar, 

Sunday  that  it  Will  help  1  8-1  9  it  Alhs  Woods  $42,OO0,O()O  |d  be  simunaneibui  scions  Hazlehursjl  M*cb  22- 

youth  makt  right  Church,  lackfon  reached  March  2J  ^  23,1996  I 

choices  1 


Revival  Dates 


Sandersville  (Jones):  March 

10- 13;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:30 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  special 
service  Wed.,  11  a.m.;  Dennis 
Sewell,  evangelist;  Jimmy  Knight, 
music;  Donnie  V.  Parker,  pastor. 

Phillipston  (Leflore):  March 

11- 13;  7  nightly;  Higdon  Herring¬ 
ton,  Itta  Bena,  evangelist;  Christine 
Simll  Phillipston  Church,  music; 
Lester  M.  Jeffers,  pastor. 

Kilmichael,  Kilmichael: 

March  10-13;  services,  7  p.m.; 
Gary  Bowlin,  Brandon,  evangeli.st; 
Kenneth  Hedgepeth,  music;  Gary 
White,  pastor. 

State  Boulevard  Church, 
Meridian:  March  17-20;  Sunday, 
Sunday  School,  9:30  a.m.,  wor¬ 
ship,  10:4.'>  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.- 


imperial 


PEWS—PULPITS 


Maaaftctorcr  Serviig  the  Nation,  Since  1966  | 

1.800-234-6624 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 


Wed.,  services  and  pot  luck  dinner, 
11:45  a.m.- 12:45  p.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Ron  Herrod,  evangelist;  Price  Har¬ 
ris,  music;  Phil  Smith,  pastor. 

Sidon  (Leflore):  March  17-22; 
Sunday,  1 1  a.m,  followed  by  lunch 
and  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30 
p^m.;  Greg  Martin,  Long  Beach, 
evangelist;  Steve  and  Becky  Carv¬ 
er,  Starkville,  music;  David 
Bartlett,  pastor. 

Staff  Changes 


Heucks  Retreat  Church, 

Brookhaven,  has  called  Ken  C. 

Kirk  as  pastor 
effective  Jan. 
15.  Kirk  has 
pastured  church¬ 
es  in  Louisiana 
and  Lincoln  and 
Pike  counties. 
He  is  a  graduate 
of  Mississippi 
College  and 

_ ^New  Orleans 

Kirk  Seminar\ . 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-  615F371-6180 


CLASSIFIED  ADS  . 


Names  in  the  News 


Richard  McCrory  surrendered 
to  the  ministry  on  Jan.  14  at  First 
Church,  Verona.  He  and  his  wife, 
Tanya,  are  the 
parents  of  Jacob 
and  Samuel. 

McCrory  is 
available  for 
pulpit  supply. 

His  phone  num¬ 
ber  is  (601)  566- 
9059  or  contact 
the  church. 

David  E.  Hamil¬ 
ton  is  pastor.  McCrory 

Mt.  Olive  Church,  Carroll 
County,  licensed  Kenny  Carver  to 
the  ministry  after  he  preached  the 
evening  message  on  Feb.  1 8.  He  is 
currently  enrolled  in  Seminary 
Extension  in  Jackson  and  serving 
as  interim  pastor  at  Lhiiiv  Church. 
Montgomer.^  County.  Richard 
Jenkins  is  pastor  of  Mt.  Olive 
Church. 

Thomas  McKay  «»f  Richland  is 

available  for  supply  or  interim  pas¬ 
tor.  He  can  be  contacted  at  home 
1601)  932-6444  or  at  his  office 
(601)939-4942. 

Odell  Tebo  is  available  again 
for  interim  and  supply  work.  He 
has  been  recuperating  front  a  heart 
attack,  but  has  been  given  permis¬ 
sion  from  his  diKtor  to  once  again 
preach.  He  may  be  reached  at  47 
Lyles  Road,  Hattiesburg,  MS 


RAIB  50  cenls  p«r  w«d,  $5  nwwiwm.  Caah  enter  axcepf  cwftrad  advertising.  Include  rrame,  address,  code. 

«eid  phwie  nterAMMr  bi  word  ooui^  No  Mnd  ads. 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE  SALES. 
Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1-800-368- 
2705. 

USED  PEWS,  SOLID  Oak.  wood 
backed,  teal  cushioned  seats,  454 
linear  feet  (45  pews),  pulpit, 
remembrance  table.  All  offers 
considered.  Call  (601)  895-2888 
or  (601)895-2843. 

PIANO  FOR  SALE.  No  money 
down!  Responsible  person  need¬ 
ed  to  take  on  a  low  monthly  pay¬ 
ment  on  a  beautiful  console  piano. 
Call  today  1-800-764-3334. 

BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR. 

Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service. 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Repair,  1526  Gardner  Blvd., 
Columbus,  MS  39702;  1-800-349- 
2882. 

STAFF  POSITION  OPENING: 

Director  of  Evangelism/Disciple- 
ship  Ministries.  Full-time.  Major 
responsibilities  include:  coordinat¬ 
ing  evangelistic  and  outreach  min¬ 
istries,  new  member  orientation 
and  assimilation,  congregational 
care,  spiritual  formation  and  stew¬ 
ardship.  Salary  and  benefits  are 
negotiable  and  based  on  experi¬ 


ence  and  educational  background. 
Send  resume  and  references  to: 
Riverchase  United  Methodist 
Church,  Dr.  Donald  G.  Wright, 
1953  Old  Highway  31,  Birming¬ 
ham,  AL  35244. 

ATTENTION!  BI-VOCATIONAL 

ministers  and  music  directors: 
Supplement  your  church  income. 
Earn  $500-$1,000  per  week  with 
American  Protective.  Leads  fijr- 
nished,  no  overnight  travel  or 
cash  investment  —  We  tr£(in  you. 
Call  (601)  582-9000  for  confiden¬ 
tial  interview. 

PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private 
and  church  groups.  From  $54.95- 
per  day/limited  free  miles/  7-  to  f  5- 
seat.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jack- 
son  (601)  948-3391.  Since  1965. 

AT  KMS  SOUND  &  Communica¬ 
tions,  we  have  some  great  deals 
for  you,  such  as  25ft.  Mic  Cables 
8.95,  50ft.  13.95,  and  direct  boxes 
starting  at  24.00.  Call  now  for  your 
lowest  quote  in  the  country  on 
Audio  Technics  Wireless,  1-800- 
753-6753. 

FOR  SALE:  1971  Model  42-Pas¬ 
senger  Silver  Eagle  bus.  Detroit 
engine  with  Allison  4-spd.  manual 
trans.  Front  &  rear  caps  added. 
Seats  re-upholsterecf.  Mainf. 


recenlly  done  on  A/C,  brakes, 
steering,  etc.  Serviced  regularly. 
Good  condition.  1-800-489-2535 
pager  #3652  for  info. 

FANTAStTc~FUND  RAISER  for 

youth  groups!  Every  household 
needs  one  —  consignment  (601) 
482-0460  Ex.  98. 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories, 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments. 
MURPHY  ROBES/Mac’s  Robes. 
Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  1 -800-898- 
MACS. 

BIVOCATIONAL  YOUTH  DIREC¬ 
TOR  seeking  area -church  paid 
position.  Married,  37  years  old, 
Wesley  College  student.  Call  Tom 
Allen  (601)  932-8747. 

NOTICE:  RIVERSIDE  Camp¬ 
ground  &  Canoe  Rental  on  Spring 
River,  Mammoth  Spring,  AR.  Cab¬ 
ins,  RV  &  tent  camping.  Canoes, 
Kayaks,  tube  trips.  Open  year 
around.  Trout  and  bass  fishing. 
Group  rates.  (501)  625-7501. 

LOVING,  HAPPILY  MARRIED, 

Christian  Couple  wish  to  adopt  & 
raise  your  baby  with  Care,  Love, 
Warmth  &  Joy.  F/T  Mom. 
Med/Legal  exp.  pd.  Please  Ceijl 
Rene  &  Kirk,  1  -800-37 1  -5726. 


Randy  Wood  was  honored  for  20  years  of  service  with  a  reception  at 
First  Church,  Verona.  He  is  presently  serving  as  minister  of  music  and 
youth.  Pictured  with  him  is  his  wife  Marilyn  and  daughters  Tara  and 
Miranda.  David  E.  Hamilton,  pastor. 

.^9401  or  call  (601 )  .‘vX2-4l72.  Church  in  suburban  Memphis,  will 

preach  at  a  community-wide  rally 
K.ANSA.S  CHA  .  .Mo.  (BP)  —  to  be  held  on  the  seminarv  campus 
The  inauguration  for  Mark  T.  Sunday  evening.  April  21.  Carl 
Coppenger  as  president  of  Mid-  F.H.  Henry  ,  evangelical  theologian, 
western  Seminarv.  Kansas  Citv.  will  bring  the  inaugural  address  on 
Mo.,  will  be  held  .April  20-22.  Monday  afternixm.  .April  22. 

.Adrian  Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue 


Mt.  (Rive  Church,  Carroll  Coun¬ 
ty,  recently  honored  Mary  Ann 
Daves  for  over  25  years  of  service 
as  treasurer.  Pictured  is  Daves 
receiving  an  appreciation  plaque 
from  Richard  Jenkins,  pastor.  The 
church  also  gave  her  other  gifts  of 
appreciation  and  had  a  Sunday  lun¬ 
cheon  in  her  honor. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
Van  Winkle  steeples,  lighting, 
.  folding  doors, 

Church  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501 ,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Hurley  Church,  Hurley,  licensed 
Charles  Lavon  Burks  to  the  min¬ 
istry.  He  has  served  at  Hurley 
Church  as  full  time  minister  of  edu¬ 
cation  and  youth  for  a  year  and  a 
half.  Burks  is  a  graduate  of  Delta 
State  University.  He  and  his  wife 
Renee  have  two  daughters.  Kenna 
Byrd,  pastor,  is  pictured  with 
Burks. 

Just  for  the  Record 


First  Church,  Jackson,  will 
host  a  single  parent  seminar  on 
March  8-9.  The  seminar  will  begin 
at  6:30  p.m.  on  the  8th,  and  will 
feature  speaker  Jeenie  Gordon. 
Cost  is  $20.  Childcare  will  be  pro¬ 
vided,  but  a  reservation  must  be 
made.  Contact  the  church  at  (601) 
949-1906. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 
Surgery,  Ambulance. 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable  — 

High  blood  pressure,  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc. 
(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50-k) 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods. 

Low  Rates! 

^  □  Medicare  Supplement  under  age  65 

Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance  Marketing 

111  Lakeshore  Dr.  #J-202,  Brandon,  MS  39042 

1-800-880-2305 


Uniform  Bible  Book 

Unlimited  forgiveness  Effective  servanthood 


Life  and  Work 

Defeating  worry 


By  David  Mitchell 
Matthew  18 


By  Clayton  Littlejohn 
2  Timothy  1, 2 


By  Linda  Donnell 
Matthew  6 


Forgiveness  is  something  that  often  does  not  come  easy. 
Many  times  we  find  ourselves  with  the  same  attitude  as 
•Sigmund  Freud,  who  said:  “One  must  forgive  one’s  ene¬ 
mies,  but  not  before  they  have  been  hanged.” 

The  parable  in  Matthew  18  helps  us  better  understand 
what  Jesus  meant  when  he  said,  “Judge  not  and  ye  shall  not 
be  judged.  Condemn  not  and  ye  shall  not  be  condemned. 
Forgive  and  ye  shall  be  forgiven”  (Luke  6:37).  We  should 
come  to  a  point  of  understanding  that,  because  God  has  for¬ 
given  us,  we  must  forgive  others,  and  there  are  no  limita¬ 
tions  that  we  can  place  on  forgiveness. 

Peter,  probably  asking  the  question  on  the  minds  of  the 
other  disciples,  asked  Jesus  how  often  it  was  necessary  to 
forgive  someone  who  had  sinned  against  him.  Would  sev«n 
times  seven  be  enough  (v.  21)?  Seven  times  in  Peter’s  mind 
seemed  to  be  a  sufficient  number,  but  Jesus  told  Peter  he 
should  forgive  his  brother  70  times  seven,  which  meant 
“without  limit.”  The  idea  presented  in  the  parable  of  the 
unforgiving  servant  is  that  we  should  forgive  those  who  sin 
against  us  until  they  are  completely  forgiven,  not  only  in 
w()rd  but  also  in  thought,  deed,  and  action.  Jesus  is  teaching 
and  talking  about  forgiveness  without  any  limits. 

The  unforgiving  .servant  (vv.  23-24).  This  parable, 
found  only  in  Matthew,  was  used  to  teach  the  disciples  the 
importanceof  forgiveness.  Jesus  told  the  story  of  a  king 
who  decided  to  “settle  accounts  with  his  servants”  (v.  23). 

As  he  was  settling  his  accounts,  one  slave  was  brought 
before  him  who  owed  the  king  10,(XX)  talents.  Estimates  in 
American  currency  range  from  several  million  to  $1  tril¬ 
lion.  The  “talent”  was  the  highest-known  denomination  of 
currency  in  the  ancient  Roman  empire  —  10,000  was  the 
highest  number  for  which  the  Greek  language  had  a  partic¬ 
ular  word.  Whatever  the  amount,  it  was  an  almost-incon- 
ceivable  sum. 

The  king  ordered  that  the  slave,  his  wife,  and  his  chil¬ 
dren,  along  with  all  of  their  possessions,  be  sold  so  that  the 
debt  might  be  paid.  Selling  people  into  slavery  to  pay  their 
debts  was  a  common  practice  in  the  ancient  world.  The  ser¬ 
vant  promised  to  pay  and  begged  the  king  for  forgiveness. 
The  king  had  pity  on  the  servant,  and  almost  beyond  belief, 
the  king  forgave  the  huge  debt.  Not  only  would  the  king  not 
sell  him  into  slavery,  but  he  would  not  demand  repayment 
of  any  of  the  debt. 

A  small  debt  demanded  (vv.  28-30).  Leaving  the 
king’s  presence,  the  servant  found  a  fellow  servant  who 
owed  him  a  small  sum  of  money,  100  denarii.  Scholars 
have  estimated  the  amount  to  total  from  $20  to  $1  million. 

A  paltry  sum  in  comparison  to  the  previous  one.  The  ser¬ 
vant  grabbed  the  man  by  the  throat  and  demanded  that  he 
repay  him  the  debt.  This  servant  al.so  begged  for  mercy,  but 
found  none.  The  servant  refused  to  hear  his  fellow  servant’s 
pleas  for  mercy,  and  had  him  put  in  prison.  “He  was 
unwilling”  (v.  .30)  means  he  made  a  conscious  choice  to 
harden  his  heart.  When  the  king  heard  what  had  happened, 
he  called  the  .servant  for  whom  he  had  forgiven  the  large 
debt,  and  very  angrily  denounced  his  action.  The  king 
demanded  that  the  servant  be  put  into  prison  “until  he 
should  pay  back  all  he  owed.”  Obviously  a  person  in  prison 
has  no  way  of  earning  this  kind  of  money,  so  the  king’s 
orders  to  repay  the  entire  debt  guaranteed  a  life  sentence. 

Jesus  explains  the  parable  (v,  35).  This  parable  helps 
us  see  that  Jesus  did  not  want  us  to  be  ignorant  about  the 
things  of  the  kingdom.  In  verse  35.  Jesus  applied  the  para¬ 
ble  to  the  lives  of  those  who  are  listening  to  him  teach.  The 
forgiveness  that  G»xl  had  shown  them  could  in  no  way  be 
compared  to  the  forgiveness  that  they  might  show  someone 
else.  Jesus  is  teaching  that  God  can  in  no  way  accept  those 
into  his  presence  who  are  devoid  of  the  ability  to  forgive 
their  brother  or  sister.  The  implication  is  that  those  who 
refuse  to  forgive  one  who  offended  them  from  the  heart 
will  find  no  forgiveness  from  God.  God  is  willing  to  tor- 
give.  but  a  person  who  has  a  spirit  that  is  unforgiving  is  not 
capable  of  receiving  God’s  forgiveness.  God’s  desire  for 
his  children  is  that  they  mirror  his  image  to  a  world  of  tears 
and  sorrows.  Compassion,  mercy,  grace,  and  forgiveness 
are  the  qualities  that  are  presented  as  necessary  for  the  true 
disciple  in  this  parable. 

Mitchell  is  pa-stor  of  Van  Winkle  Church,  Jackson. 


Paul’s  encouragement  and  instruction  to  Timothy 
revealed  that  Christians  should  encourage  one  another  to  be 
bold,  single-minded,  and  .sensitive  in  their  service  to  Christ. 

There  are  several  verses  that  insinuate  Timothy  was  los¬ 
ing  his  zeal  for  Christ  and  even  becoming  ashamed  of 
Christ  and  Paul  and  his  desire  to  be  a  minister  and  servant 
to  others  (vv.  6-7,  13,  15;  4:10).  This  is  a  message  to  Timo¬ 
thy  and  all  Christians  to  be  an  effective  servant  of  Christ. 

Equipped  to  serve  (1:3-7).  In  verses  1,  2  Paul  revealed 
who  he  was  and  his  office  as  apostle  to  encourage  Timothy 
and  all  Christians  to  continue  in  service  to  Christ, -and  to  let 
us  know  that  this  message  is  divine  and  authoritative.  Since 
Paul’s  natural  father  was  not  a  believer  he  referred  to  his 
“forefathers”  —  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob  —  as  men  of 
faith  and  his  example  as  obedient  servants.  In  verse  5  he 
reminded  Timothy  of  “the  unfigured  faith”  (which  mcMS  - 
without  hypocrisy)  that  was  passed  down  from  his  believ¬ 
ing  grandmother  and  mother  (Acts  16:1).  Because  these 
women  were  genuine  and  sincere  servants  of  Christ,  they 
produced,  on^  of  history’s  great  saints  in  Timothy. 

Paul  then  encouraged  Timothy  to  “stir  up  the  gift  of  God 
which  is  in  him  by  the  putting  on  of  my  hands”  (v.  6).  The 
phra.se  “stir  up”  means  to  stoke  the  fire.  Timothy  was  in 
danger  of  letting  the  fire  go  out  of  his  ministry,  so  Paul 
exhorted  him  to  stoke  those  ministerial  coals  and  get  it 
burning  again.  By  Paul  laying  his  hands  on  Timothy  he 
symbolically  and  publicly  put  his  blessings  and  approval 
upon  Timothy  and  his  ministry.  All  Christians  have  at  least 
one  spiritual  gift  that  allows  them  to  be  effective  servants 
of  Christ.  Maybe  you.  too,  need  to  stir  yours  up.  Sometimes 
we  let  the  fire  simmer  because  of  fear  of  rejection  or  timidi¬ 
ty.  This  fear  is  from  Satan,  not  God  (v.  7).  God  gives  us  the 
spirit  of  power,  love,  and  sound  mind  so  we  can  effectively 
serve  him.  Don’t  allow  fear  to  put  out  the  fires  of  effective¬ 
ness  in  your  service  to  Christ. 

A  workman  approved  unto  God  (2:14-16).  Satan  has 
always  been  the  master  when  it  comes  to  twisting  words 
and  telling  lies.  He  led  Eve  astray  with  words  and  even 
tried  to  lead  Jesus  astray  with  words.  He  had  false  teachers 
in  Ephesus  who  were  trying  to  lead  thfe  believers  astray  by 
debating  the  Word  of  God.  Paul  commanded  Timothy  to 
teach  the  believers  not  to  get  into  a  war  of  words  (v.  4),  but 
rather  to  be  students  of  the  Word  (vv.  15-16).  To  accurately 
know  the  Word  of  God  and  to  be  an  effective  student  of  the 
Word  requires  work.  Christians  must  be  willing  to  diligent¬ 
ly  seek  to  know  God’s  Word  or  they  will  get  caught  up  in 
debates  of  profane  and  vain  babbling,  which  lead  to  ungod¬ 
liness.  These  are  damnable,  empty  deceptions  that  Satan 
uses  to  make  us  ineffective  and  ignorant  servants. 

Kind  and  faithful  service  (2:20-26).  Paul  compared  the 
church  to  a  “great  house”  that  has  different  types  of  vessels 
in  it.  Some  are  made  of  gold  and  silver  (true  believers),  and 
some  are  wot^d  and  clay  (unbelievers).  It  takes  a  transfor¬ 
mation  for  wood  and  clay  to  become  gold  and  silver,  just  as 
it  does  for  an  unbeliever  to  become  a  believer.  This  hap¬ 
pens  by  repentance  of  sin  and  turning  to  Christ.  Then  and 
only  then  one  becomes  a  “vessel  unto  honor,  sanctified,  and 
meet  for  the  Master’s  use,  and  prep^d  unto  every  good 
work)i(v.  21).  A  believer  will  remain  useful  by  daily  flee¬ 
ing  “youthful  lust”  (all  sin)  and  following  righteousness, 
faith,  charity,  and  peace.  These  attributes  always  lead  to 
kind  and  faithful  service. 

The  kind  and  faithful  servant  of  Christ  will  always  be 
gentle  unto  all  men,  through  patience  and  teaching  God’s 
Word,  not  striving  or  fighting  (v.  24).  The  unbeliever 
opposes  God  and  his  Word  through  his  words  and  actions 
(V.  25).  It  is  our  duty  to  try  to  recover  the  unbelievers  from 
Satan’s  “snare"  (trap),  through  meekness  (power  under 
contro').  and  being  kind  servants  of  Chri.st  (v.  26). 

The  church  is  made  up  of  imperfect  people  who  need 
encouragement  and  direction.  Why  don’t  you  be  that  per¬ 
son  whom  God  uses  to  be  an  encouragement  and  example 
that  is  worthy  of  the  Master’s  use?  May  the  Lord  bless  you 
in  your  efforts. 

Littlejohn  is  pastor  of  Jngram  Church,  Baldwyn. 


There  is  a  definite  consequence  to  building  one’s  trea¬ 
sure  on  earthly  things  and  choosing  material  possessions  as 
master.-  The  person  who  iloes  so  will  be  afflicted  with  end¬ 
less  anxiety.  In  a  materialistic  world,  constant  worries  and 
fears  are  natural  since  there  is  no  sdcunty  in  money,  power, 
and  “things.”  There  is  that  continuing  possibility  of  loss  or 
failure.  But  how  do  we  not  worry  when  we  live  in  such  an 
unstable  society?  Jesus  offers  some  wise  counsel. 

Worry  denies  the  Father’s  care  (w.  25-26).  ‘Take  no 
thought  for  your  life...,”  Christ  told  his  disciples  (v.  25).  In 
other  words,  ?o  not  take  the  pressure  of  anxious  thought 
over  the  practical  details  of  life.  He  was  not  advocating  a 
thoughtless,  reckless  attimde  toward  life  with  no  planning 
for  the  present  or  possible  future.  Jesus  did  not  intend  his 
followers  to  be  lazy  and  unproductive.  What  he  was  warn¬ 
ing  against  is  the  t^  of  worried  fear  that  robs  life  of  joy 
and  peace.  We  cannot  be  burdened  with  thoughts  of 
material  things  and  serve  God  in  our  fullest  capacity.  Our 
main  area  of  concern  should  be  our  relationship  with  God. 

Nature  def)ends  on  God,  and  God  provides  (v.  26). 
Therefore,  vyhy  can  we,  God’s  highest  creation,  not  look  to 
God  to  takfe  care  of  our  nee^s?  Are  we  bold  enough  to  think 
that  he  cannot  take  care  of  our  circumstances?  One  poet 
said  it  this  way: 

Said  the  robin  to  the  sparrow, 

I  should  really  like  to  know 
Why  these  anxious  human  beings 
Rush  round  and  worry  so 
Said  the  sparrow  to  the  robin. 

Friend,  I  think  that  it  must  be 
That  they  have  no  heavenly  Father 
Such  as  cares  for  you  and  me. 

Worry  hinders  faith  (vv.  27-30).  Jesus  pointed  out  that 
worry  is  pointless.  Life  is  a  gift  of  God,  and  he  gives  it  to 
us  one  day  at  a  time.  Worry  does  nothing  to  add  to  our  days 
(v.  27).  On  the  contrary,  anxiety  can  actually  take  away 
from  life.  Corrie  Ten  Boon  said,  “Worry  does  not  empty 
tomorrow  of  its  sorrow;  it  empties  today  of  its  strength.” 

We  should  be  as  the  lilies  and  trust  God  to  take  care  of 
our>  needs  (v.  28).  Anxiety  is  the  opposite  of  trust  and  faith. 

It  puts  the  burden  of  the  foture  on  one’s  self,  rather  than  on 
God. 

Christians  talk  a  lot  about  faith,  but  unfortunately,  they 
do  not  always  exhibit  much  evidence  of  it  in  their  lives. 

Real  faith  involves  some  “letting  go.”  The  archer  strikes  the 
target,  partly  by  pulling,  partly  by  letting  go.  The  reason  we 
worry  about  the  future  is  that  we  push  and  pull  too  hard  and 
too  continuously.  We  need  to  let  go  sometimes  and  let  God 
take  over.  This  is  faith! 

Worry  characterizes  pagans  (w,  31-32).  According  to 
these  verses,  excessive  concern  over  physical  necessities  is 
essentially  pagan.  What  we  do  reveals  what  we  believe 
about  God.  If  we  worry,  we  are  showing  a  lack  of  trust  in 
God  to  provide  basic  needs. 

Worry  prevents  spiritual  growth  (v.  33).  “Seek  ye 
first  the  kingdom  of  God”  is  quite  a  revolutionary  statement 
when  our  human  instincts  tend  to  guide  us  in  the  exact 
opposite  direction  —  I  must  eat,  I  must  be  clothed,  I  must 
live.  We  should  forget  self  and  come  to  the  conclusion  of 
Paul:  “My  God  shall  supply  all  my  needs”  (Phil.  4:19).  This 
requires  the  most  severe  discipline,  but  the  results  of  a  daily 
diligence  in  seeking  God  first  is  perfect  peace  (Isa.  26:3). 

Worry  threatens  the  future  (v.  34).  This  verse  offers 
the  best  antidote  for  worry;  “Live  for  today.”  A  dying  Lon¬ 
don  doctor  gave  these  words  of  advice  to  his  son:  “Remem¬ 
ber  that  the  biggest  troubles  you  have  to  face  in  life  are 
those  that  never  comeJ”  This  was  in  line  with  the  advice 
given  by  Jesus  to  his  disciples;  handle  the  demands  of  each 
day  without  worrying  about  the  unknown  future. 

How  does  your  life  exhibit  trust  in  the  heavenly  Father? 
Is  your  God  powerful  enough  to  take  care  of  the  problems 
you  face?  Let  us  put  our  ability  to  be  anxious  to  a  good  pur¬ 
pose:  not  about  ourselves,  but  about  the  things  that  matter 
the  most  in  God’s  sight. 

Donnell  is  a  member  of  First  Church,  Hattiesburg. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  jwrtion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  Qf  Gifts 
of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  tMs  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature 
is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 
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Ms.  Ruth  &  Family  Laivd 
Mrs.  Nell  Everett  McCoy 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  J .  Bow  man 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Lee  Roy  Keimedy 
Mr.  L.  P.  McDowell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  J.  Simmons 
Mr.  R.D.  McRae 
Mrs.  Sam  Lackey 
Glynn  Lackey 
Lynn  Vance 
Mrs.  Blanche  Melton 
Chapel  BiWe  Class,  FBC-Jackstm 
Mrs  Louise  May  Giles 
Ms.  Myiiie  Melvin 
Mrs.  Louise  H  Cam 
Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Potts 
Mr.  A.  J.  Meredith 
Mv  Artie  Virginia  Martin 
Kevin  Mills 
Mrs.  W  W.  Thtimpsivn 
Mr.  James  Monteith 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  1..  Travis 
Dr.  Don  Montgomery 
Ms.  Cindy  H.  Dotstm 
Mr.  Jason  Moody 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Michael  D.  Allen 
Mr.  T.  E.  Mortimer 
Mr.  &  Wrs.  George  E.  Hart  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Malcol/n  Carter 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Frank  Crosthwaii  Jr. 
Mr*.  Sidney  B.  Thornton 
Arnold  Mosley 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  EaitE.  Gafford 
Mr.  W.  Chandler  Mosley 
Mr*.  Mavi*  N.  Nichols 
Mrs.  Flora  Murphy 
Ms.  Sara  Fore 
Ms.  Marcia  Myall 
Mr*.  Katie  Kemp 
Mr  A  Mr*  John  L.  Young 
Robert  NaU 
Mr*.  Rosemary  Bnick 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  Liddell 
Shane  Naramore 
Scott  Brown 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Malcolm  Carter 
Penny  A  David  Lessley 
Fltbrk^  Nelson 
Cornerstone  Class.  Temple  BC 
Paul  Douglas  Nictiok 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Everett  Wilson 
Ray  Nichob 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  Barney  R.  Cook 
FJizabeth  Nielsen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  B  RawK 
Mr.  George  Nix 
M*.  Bonava  L.  Hicks 
Mrs.  l>ouise  G.  Noble 
Mr  A  Mrs.  C.  W.  Guice 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  O.  B.  Woolcy 
Mis*  Mary  F.  Wyatt 
Ora  L.  Oates 
Mr.  Gordon  L.  Oates 
Mrs.  Maybellc  O’Neal 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clavis  Thomum 
F)leanor  Odom  * 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Larry  B<>ntl> 

Mrs.  F^ula  OUvera 


NOV.  1, 1995- 
NOV.  30, 1995 

MEMORIALS 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  Holiand 
Arlington  Heights  Baptist  Chu 
Mr.  Neal  D.  Hollingsworth 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  John  Hollingsworth 
Joseph  WUUam  HoHonun 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Joe  C.  Hull 
Billy  HoHomon 
Mr.  &  Mr*.  Walter  B.  Moore 
Mrs.  Azell  Holmes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  J.  Glaze 
The  Kimbrell  Family 
Marcus  Hooker 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gene  A  Family  Crane 
Marion  Howard 
Polly  Barbham 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Huckaby 
Ms.  Dorothy  and  Janet  A  Pats  Owens 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubrey  Huckaby 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Louis  Dugas 
Mr.  Ed  L.  Smith 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  I^uther  Hudson 
Mrs.  Mildred  Piea'e 
Mrs.  Beulah  tStevel  Hudson 
John.  Rosa.  Rosemary  &  Lind  Brume 
James  H.  Jackson 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Carey  James 
Mrs.  Marjone  Stamps 
Mrs.  Ihiris  Jay 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Willium  C.  Wilstw 
Mr.  l.,eroy  Jayroe 
Mrs.  H.  L.  ThompstHi 
Mr.  I>ee  Jenkins 
Ms.  Marjo  C.  McManus 
Mr.  FJIb  Jobe 
Maida  A  Family  Stegall 
James  Johnsop 
^  A  Mrs.  John  R.  Barr  Jr. 

Lynn  Johnson 
Mr*.  EUigenia  B.  Duckworth 
Mrs.  Sarah  W.  Johnson 
Mr*.  Nannie  Mae  A  Martha  Aullman 
Mrs.  l.<on  Johnston 
Mr*.  E.  N.  Ros.* 
l>r.  Ed  Jones 

Mr*.  Helen  O.  &  Family  Alston 
Isaac  Jones 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Earl  E.  Gafford 
Mr.  Artiror  Jones 
Mr*.  D.  F.  Foodren  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Brandon  Jones* 


(to  be  continued) 


1-Year  Service  Pins  Awarded 


Mr.  A  Mr*.  Winfred  Simpson 
Max  W.  Jordan 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Louis  Dugas 
Mr.  Bill  Jordan 
Yvonne  A  Jan  Thompson 
Mrs.  Alice  Kamner 
Babcock  A  Wilcox 
Management  Club 
Mrs.  Hallie  Kennedy 
Mr*.  Birma  C.  Sellers 
Meta  Nichols  Key 
Mr  A  Mrs  Bill  Davis 
Captain  Donald  Kinkel 
Mr.  A  Mr*  D»ticl  B  Mulhollami 
Aubrey  KKchens 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  J  Melvin  Water* 

Mrs.  Berta  Knight 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Perry  Spraheny 
Mrs.  i.«atlier* 

Mr  A  Mr*  H.  E.  Daw  kins 
Joe  l/eBlanc 

Bogue  Chiiio  Bapi'vt  CTiurch 
Mr.  (Tarence  LeC'my 
Mr.  A  Mr*  Roger  B  Johnson  . 

Mr*.  Jack  M  Simmons 
Mr  A  Mrs  Monin  M  Pivpe.  Jr, 
Hamk)  l.ee 

Mr  A  Mrs  Haughev  D  Wallace  Jr 

Peggy  J.  Lee 

Thirteenth  Avenue  Pharmaiy  A  Staff 
Mr*.  Dollte  Lemley 
VIr.  A  Mrs  Jiick  Rose 
Mr  A  Mrs  TNwn.is  E  Stanli*rii 
Mr*.  Lola  Malone 
Mr  A  Mrs  William C  Wilson 
Mrs.  F^trilc  Douglas  Manning 
M*.  Libby  PatierMvn 
Mr*  Anne  W  Manning 
Mrs  Bill  Mivxly 
Lucius  B.  Marion.  HI 


Keith  May,  Unit  Coordinator/Chaplain 
India  Nunnery  Campus 


Junior  and  Lou  Renfroe,  Child  Care  Workers 
India  Nunnery  Campus 


Judy  Clark,  Child  Care  Worker 
India  Nunnery  Campus 


Kay  Veal,  Cook 
India  Nunnery  Campus 


Jane  Billieu,  Child  Care  Worker 


India  Nunnery  Campus 


Pearl  River  Association’s  church  staft/families  retreat 
may  be  pioneer  effort  in  Southern  Baptist  Convention 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Sidney  Ellis,  state  consultant 
for  church  renewal  in  the  Brother- 
ht)od  Department  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB),  said  he  knew  when 
Rhodes  discussed  the  idea  with 
him  that  it  had  merit. 

“When  I  went  to  meetings  in 
other  states.  I  would  ask  if  anyone 
had  ever  conducted  a  retreat 
specifically  targeted  at  church 
staff  members  and  their  families.  I 
couldn't  find  anyone  who  had 
done  anything  like  this."  Ellis 
said. 

Rhodes  and  Ellis  rolled  up  their 
sleeves  and  began  recruiting  UkuI 
people  to  help  them  plan  the 
retreat. 

The  planners  decided  there 
would  be  small  group  sharing 
time,  where  husbands  and  wives 
would,  be  placed  in  different 
groups  to  discuss  their  personal 
concerns. 

There  would  be  family  wor¬ 
ship  time,  giving  church  staff 
members  and  their  families  time 
to  rela.x  and  worship  without  the 
worry  of  planning  attd  tH)nducting 
the  service. 

Rhodes  said  .^0  lay  people 
from  the  county's  churches 
flocked  to  help,  offering  child¬ 


care,  meal  service,  and  any  other 
assistance  that  was  needed. 

“Several  of  the  church  staff 
members,  when  fhey  saw  how* 
many  lay  people  were  involved  in 
the  weekend,  said  to  me,  ‘They 
really  love  us.’”  Rhodes  said. 

The  retreat  wrapped  up  with  a 
spritually-intense  service  where 
church  staffers  and  their  families 
were  allowed  private  prayer  time 
beneath  a  tall  cross  erected  at  the 
front  of  the  conference  center's 
assembly  nwm. 

Many  of  the  families  walked 
forward  and  huddled  closely 
together  as  they  kneeled  to  pray  at 
the  cross. 

“For  me,  this  was  long  over¬ 
due.  I'd  highly  recommend  it  for 
every  association."  said  Jeanette 
Everett,  whose  husband.  Rocky, 
pastors  Harmony  Church  in  Pearl 
River  County. 

"I  knew  most  of  the  pastors  (in 
the  association),  but  1  didn't 
know  thwr  wives  and  families 
before  the  retreat.  The  retreat  has 
given  me  a  new  perspective;  it's 
taken  me  back  to  where  1  need  to 
be  with  God,"  said  Everett,  who 
is  pregnant  with  the  couple's 
fourth  child. 

Billy  Dowdy,  pastor  of  West 
Union  Church  in  Pearl  River 
County,  attended  the  retreat  with 
wife  Vickie  and  teenaged  daugh¬ 
ters  Becky  and  Katie. 

"It's  the  best  weekend  I've  ever 
experienced,  and  I've  had  some 
good  ones.  I  hope  these  retreats 
spring  up  all  over  the  country."  he 
said. 

Dowdy  pointed  out  that  while 
he  had  attended  lay  renewal 
events,  he  had  not  gone  into  the 
small  groups  or  other  segments 
aimed  at  lay  people. 

"This  was  my  first  small  group. 
Pastors  need  to  share  things,  tw." 
fic  said. 

Ellis  was  impressed  with  the 
retreat's  outcome. 

"I  saw  the  need  for  this  retreat, 
but  being  there  definitely  opened 
m\  e\es.  It  turned  out  to  be  a  time 
of  healing  and  renewal  for  church 
staff  members,  but  it  was  even 
more  so  for  their  wives  ami  fami¬ 
lies."  he  said. 


A  Feb.  2.1-24  weekend  retreat 
forxhurch  staff  members  and 
their  families  —  likely  the  first- 
ever  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  —  resulted  in  spiritual 
renewiil  and  revealed  a  deep  need 
for  such  an  event,  according  to 
Ken  Rhodes,  director  of  missions 
for  Pearl  River  Association  in 
southwest  Mississippi. 

“It's  the  best  thing  we've 
done."  said  Rhmies.  who  reported 
1(K)  ehprch  staffers  and  their  fami¬ 
lies  from  .^0  area  churches  partici- 
pateil  in  the  weekend. 

In  addition,  2‘J  members  of 
“guest  teams"  were  brought  m  to 
help  lead  the  retreat. 

The  idea  for  the  retreat,  which 
was  held  at  the  expansive  confer¬ 
ence  center  next  door  to  the  asso¬ 
ciation's  headtjuarters  on  McNeill- 
.Steep  Hollow  Road  near  Carriere. 
was  horn  about  a  year  ago  iluring 
an  intense  evaluation  of  how  the 
association  could  better  serve  the 
county's  churches.  Rhodes-'said. 

"We  wantetl  to  ilevelop  fellow¬ 
ship  among  the  churches,  and  we 
decided  to  start  w  ith  the  church 
staff  leadership  and  their  families. 
We  felt  church  staff  members 
viften  have  difficulty  sharing  their 
[vrsonal  needs."  he  explained. 


Ken  Rhodes  (seated  left  on  platform),  Pearl  River  Association 
director  of  missions,  and  Dan  Howard  (seated  right  on  platform),  pas¬ 
tor  of  Woodville  Church,  Woodville,  lead  a  session  Feb.  24  during  the 
church  staff/family  retreat  at  the  association’s  conference  center  near 
Carriere.  The  session  was  held  at  the  center’s  just-completed  outdoor 
amphitheater.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

Rhodes  said  the  association  retreat.  Rhodes  can  be  contacted  at 
will  carefully  evaluate  the  success  the  association’s  ottice  at  1376 
of  the  event.  McNeill-Steep  Hollow  Road,  Car- 

“We  went  in  with  an  open  here.  MS  39426.  Telephone:  (601 ) 
agenda  as  to  the  future  of  these  798-2372. 

retreats.  We’re  going  to  decide  Ellis  can  be  contacted  at 
where  to  go  from  here,  but  we  MBCB  Brotherhood  Department, 
know  there’s  no  limit  to  how  far  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
this  idea  could  reach."  he  pre-  39205-0530^  Telephone:  (601) 
dieted.  968-3800  or  toll-free  outside  Jack- 

For  more  information  on  the  son  (8(X))  748-1651. 

“Reading  Music”  offered 
by  New  Orleans  Seminary 

Registration  is  open  forlhe  — Jackson:  Broadmoor  Church, 
fourth  course  of  an  eight-course  beginning  ^pril  1.  Jimmy 
training  series  for  bivocational  McCaleb,  teacher, 
church  music  directors  and  church  The  course  is  part  of  a  two-year 
educational  workers.  The  courses  cycle  of  eight  courses.  Upvin  com¬ 
are  offered  at  various  locations  pletion  of  the  cycle,  students  earn 
around  the  state  by  New  Orleans  a  church  music  certificate  from 
Seminary'.  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

"Reading  Music:  Harmony/  Cost  of  each  course  is  $75. 
Melody"  w  ill  meet  once  each  There  is  a  one-time  fee  of  $25. 
week  for  eight  consecutive  weeks  For  more  information,  contact 
from  7-9  p.m.  at  three  Mississippi  coordinator  Chester  Vaughn  at 
liKations:  268  Northpointe  Parkway.  Jack- 

—  Purvis:  First  Church,  bcein-  son.  M.S  3921  I.  Telephone: 


Ron  Mumbower.  Ph.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church.  Jack.son 


/  have  so  niia  h  rai  ial  hatred 
because  t»f  an  incident  early  in 
my  life,  attempts  to  put  it 

out  of  my  heart  have  failed.  How 
II  llvciv  IS  a  void  ill  one’s  life,  can  I  comfuer  this  evil? 
then  siiu.iiK'iis.  people,  or  behav¬ 
iors  will  step  III  and  try  to  fill  the  The  evil  nature  of  the  incident 
void  No  one  sets  out  to  Ix’come  is  the  issue  —  not  the  skin  color 
addicted  lo  gambling  (or  sex.  or  of  the  person  who  violated  you. 
drugs,  or  chocolate,  lor  that  mat-  '  W  here  there  is  sin.  iniuKent  peo- 
tei  I.  With  .uklictive  behavior,  pie  get  hurt  regardless  of  race, 
there  is  usuallv  .in  unniet  iiecil  3011  were  .1  victim,  and  whether 
that  ihav  not  be  icali/ed  but  is  yoiii  violator  feels  that  way  or 
satislied  bv  the  tprill  and  excite-  not.  GihI  ileclares  it  wrong  when 
nient  ol  .inactivitv  such  as  gainb-  such  cimduct  hurts  one  ol  his 
ling.  Almost  eveiyonc  has  an  area  cliilihcn.  fo  coiujiier  this  evil, 
of  lemiHation  Hebrews,  12:1  K'i>k  at  God's  brokenness  over 
describes  this  as  the  "sin  th.it  so  your  pain,  much  like  you  would 
easily  ent. ingles."  G.iiiibling  feel  if  one  ol  your  chiUlren  were 
.uldiv'ts  .lie  templed  bv  how  far  hhrt  m  this  way.  He  can  comlort 
ihev  c.in  push  their  Kick,  .ind  the  you.  just  as  you  can  comlort  your 
pi'lenii.il  thrill  ol  winning  keeps  children.  Ihere  will  ciune  a  day 
them  '.'ambling  even  m  the  l.ice  ol  when  your  violator  will  be  called 
111. issue  losses  \ddiciions  help  to  give  an  accinmt  of  his/her  life, 
niedic.ile  p;is|  hurts  by  convincing  I  wouldn't  want  to  be  in  his  sluvs 
a  person  i  '  t  I'ncenir.iie  on  the  if  he  hasn't  re|vnted  and  accepted 
pieseni  insie.id  of  forgetting  the  C  hrist,  'l  ou  have  to  remember 
p.ist  or  1  :  iiig  for  tlie  future.  If  however,  th.it  you  will  be  called 

vou  Ivlk  I  >1  loved  one  tc  the  same  reckoning.  How  dc 

suficis  '  ive  beh.ivior.  you  vv.mt  to  tinish  the  lace  sei 

talk  with  VI"  ■  or  a  Christ  ivlore  you  (Heb.  12:1-2).’  Keej- 
1.111  coll'  >111  how  vou  V ourscll  bviiseil  mi  Christ,  not  or 


I  don  't  understand  the  addic¬ 
tive  naturt  ol  i^ainhlini’.  How  can 
YOU  ip  I  hooked  on  i;amhlinf>  ? 


HBV\  FBTWVV  KC1  MAUB  HBYAO  CWQDFE  TWZ 
MAUB  HBYAO  B^  OZH  HQ  FY\  F  HBY  VVQOZ;  SIH 
Hin\  FBIVVVV  \QH  CAXZ  BAV;  BY  BTHB  .\IAHB- 
ZOTMX  BAVFA  WC  COQV  HBY\  . 

BQEYT  CA]\:  EAL 

This  itwk  .s  I //<(’.'  IV  cipuils  f. 
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Send  youi  coun^clin€i  questions  to  /  /fe-t/isue/s  c/o  Die  linptist  Hec- 
Old  P.O.  Box  SVO.  .latk-»on,  l»IJ»  .59205  OS.VO.  Please  be  brief.  Name 
is  not  required.  Remember:  in  lime  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make 
recommendations  on  your  counselinq  needs. 


Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


